
THE SECTIONS.
Interest in the work of the several sections of the

American Medical Association was never greater
than this year. Fears being entertained by some of
the officers that the time allottedwill be scarcely suf-
ficient to hear all the papers announced and the dis-
cussions which should follow ; morning sessions of
the sections will undoubtedly be agreed upon at the
general session of the first day. The increase of
members attending the annual meetings makes an

arrangement of this sort necessary.
The Sections Committee which will meet on Mon-

day will take up this subject and report such ar-

rangements aswill meet the demands of the occasion.
The progress made in the whole field of medicine

will be ably reflected by those who have announced
their intention to be present. The program will be
not only full, but very select.
The chairmen have been active in securing men of

ability to open the discussions.

PURE FOODS AND PURE DRUGS.
As we go to press the following important letter

comes to hand. Immediate action on the part of
medical societies can aid this measure very much.
This makes us realize with emphasis the great need

for a Public Health Officer as a member of the Pres-
ident's Cabinet.
To the Editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association :

I have been informed that a combination of whole-
sale druggists is at work, through liberally paid edi-
torials in prominent newspapers and other methods
of bribery, to create a hostile sentiment in the coun-
try towards the Pure Food Bill now before Congress,
passed the Senate and unanimously recommended by
the House Committee.
The articles appear to have been written by the

same pen, used by the same hand. They are gross,
unintelligent and most absurd misrepresentations as
to the provisions of the bill. Very many druggistsof high character advocate its passage. Some of the
very best men in the National Wholesale Druggists'
Association were its promoters and advisers from the
beginning.
Is it not possible to interest the profession through¬out the country in the effort, on some organized line,

to help counteract the wicked work of these adulter¬
ators and manipulators who are thus seeking to poison
the channels of information and of public sentiment
for selfish gain? Cannot the physicians of the coun¬
try realize that they ought to make a universal appealto the House of Representatives, by petition and
otherwise, to pass the Pure Food Bill? Let physi¬cians, wherever they may be, who can reach a news¬
paper, put something into it, in order that the fact
may become universally advertised that, through
such prompt methods as here indicated, these personswho have been poisoning the food and drug suppliesof the people, are striving to defeat this legislationwhich, if enacted, will take away their wicked occu¬
pation.
Let all physicians who read this, at once write on

a postal card : " I am in favor of the Pure Food Bill
and urge its passage," sign and send it to the members
for their Congressional District.
This is a matter of protecting the health of the

whole nation. Respectfully yours,
Ephraim Cutter,

Sec'y Section of Physiology and Dietetics.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
American Medical Temperance Associaton.\p=m-\The

first anniversary meeting of this Association will be
held on Thursday, June 9,1892, in Detroit, Michigan.
The room in which it will be held and the hour of
assembling will be stated hereafter. An address will
be delivered by the president on the important dif-
ferences in physiological and therapeutic effects on
the living system, produced by those hydro-carbons
developed by vegetable and animal nutrition, as

starch, sugar, gum and fat or oils ; and those result-
ing from retrograde metamorphosis or bacteriological
action, as the alcohols, ptomaines, leucomaines, etc.
Several papers on important questions will be pre-
sented and discussed by members of the Association.
The objects of this Association are stated in the
second article of its constitution is as follows :

II. The objects of the Association are to advance the
practice of Total Abstinence in and through the medical
profession, and to promote investigation as to the action of
alcohol in health and disease, and it aims at being a bond
of union among medical abstainers scattered all over our
country. It admits as members regular medical practition¬
ers who are practical abstainers from all alcoholic liquors as
beverages.
Members are not required to sign any pledge, but if such,

for any reason, cease to be total abstainers, it is expected
that notice of withdrawal from the Association will forth¬
with be sent to the Secretary. The liberty of members in
prescribing alcohol as a medicine is entirely uncontrolled.
A large and profitable meeting is expected. Phy¬

sicians who desire to become members before the
meeting can do so by addressing the Secretary, T. D.
Crothers M.D., Hartford, Connecticut, or the Presi¬
dent, N. S. Davis, M.D., Chicago, Illinois.
The Detroit Opera House will be the next place

of meeting. The Surgical Section will be in the same

building, and halls for the other Sections are all
within a radius of three or four blocks. The Detroit
Rink has been taken for the exhibit hall. This has-
a floor space of 100x170 feet, and the chairman of the
committee of arrangements says this will be filled.
Those dealers in physicians' supplies, who have not

already secured space, will do well to lose no time in
writing to Dr. H. O. Walker for information.
The plan adopted of allowing delegates to register

in advance is an excellent arrangement, as it is a
time saver. Another prudent procedure for advance
delegates to take is to secure hotel accomodations be¬
fore leaving home.
Tuesday evening the Profession of Detroit will

give a reception at the Detroit Light Infantry Parlors.
Wednesday evening, there will be a number of re¬

ceptions at private houses.
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